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T:>Works Celebrates 40 Years with DnA Fest: A Bold Reimagining of Love, Abandonment,
Transformation, and Legacy

And launches The AGEncy Fund on 10 July 2025

SINGAPORE, [13 May 2025] — Marking its 40" anniversary, Singapore’s independent
international arts company T:>Works, presents DnA Fest. Conceived and directed by T:>Works
Artistic Director Ong Keng Sen, DnA Fest cracks open Henry Purcell’s 1688 Dido and Aeneas,
reinterpreting the baroque opera through a dialogue between opera, nightlife, cabaret,
documentary film, and a live DJ score.

Unfolding across two weekends, 16-19 and 23-26 July, DnA Fest is a thrilling triptych of

e Film: The House of Janus
A quiet and deeply personal love letter that premiered at the 35th Singapore
International Film Festival (SGIFF 2024).

e Show: Dido & Aeneas The Belindas
First created as a work-in-progress for SIFA 2024, it further evolved at Yokohama
International Performing Arts Meeting in Japan, December 2024, and now returns to
Singapore in a bold, reimagined version with performers from both Singapore and Japan,
including the glamorous voguer, Icon Overall Mother of House of Mizrahi, Koppi Mizrahi,
and the electric Father Japan Chapter of House of Nina Oricci, Showta Oricci.

o Nightlife: The Afterparty, bursting with drag queens and voguers

The very name, DnA Fest, cleverly embodies T:>Works' 40-year artistic DNA: Transcultural,
Transdisciplinary, Transformative, even as it hints at the inspiration of Dido and Aeneas. This
generative ethos permeates the programme — Film, Show and Nightlife — as they unpack the
opera's core themes of Love, Abandonment, and Transformation, offering a powerful subversion of
its tragic conclusion. While Purcell's Dido succumbs to death after her abandonment by Aeneas,
Ong reimagines ‘abandonment’ as a potent force of care, liberation, and agency.

This reimagining takes a reflective form in Film: The House of Janus. Marking Ong Keng Sen's
return to cinema since 1996's blockbuster Army Daze, this deeply personal and visually striking
"love letter" offers an intimate glimpse into Ong's life in Europe with his nonagenarian partner,
Adriaan van der Staay. The film meditates on enduring love, ageing and impermanence through a
compelling hybrid of cinema verité, documentary, and operatic fantasy set within their Italian
hillside home in Bettona. Shifting perspectives between the house itself and its creator, the film
subtly explores Adriaan’s coming to terms with the inevitable abandonment of all he has built and
cherished. The opera Dido and Aeneas, the first opera the partners listened to together in this
house 16 years ago and a recurring summer tradition, serves as a poignant leitmotif. Its themes of
loss and farewell echo Adriaan's own quiet reckonings that he, like Aeneas, has to leave his life
behind when destiny beckons. Evoking the two-faced Roman god Janus, the film reflects on the
transience of life, the residue of personal actions, and the elusive nature of permanence as
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Adriaan enters his golden years, facing the inevitable departure from his beloved House of Janus
with grace.

Juxtaposing the cinematic reimagining is Show: Dido & Aereas The Belindas, where Ong
harnesses the energy of drag artistry and ballroom vogue culture, particularly in the rousing "Tribe
of the Abandoned”. This Tribe, or The Belindas, together with Becca D’Bus as host and Dido
personified, reframes societal marginalisation by transforming wit, glamour, and performativity into
powerful tools of resistance and survival. In doing so, the show celebrates the thriving queer
communities forged outside the mainstream. The show is also a visual feast with sets and props
intricately hand-made by award winning visual artist Khairullah Rahim. This reimagining
underscores T:>Works' enduring commitment to challenging conventional narratives and amplifying
the politics of marginalised voices and their narratives through boundary-pushing performance. It
also marks a return to T:>Works' long-standing inter-Asia collaborations, which began with Japan in
1992. Indeed, DnA Fest features long-time Japanese collaborator, composer and DJ artist Toru
Yamanaka (Flying Circus Project 2000, Global Soul 2003, Chinoiserie 2004, Geisha 2006,
Diaspora 2009, Lear Dreaming 2012, Sandaime Richard 2016, A Thousand Stages, Yet | Have
Never Quite Lived 2021). Joining him are new collaborators of T:>Works such as Koppi Mizrahi,
Showta Oricci, Momo Adachi, Acyd Rayne, Amir Haziq, Kak Nina Boo, Vignesh Kumar Singh,
Vivihoe, and celebrated lyric tenor Thomas Michael Allen.

Concluding the Friday nights of July 18 and 25 is Nightlife: The Afterparty. These two specially
curated parties, each with distinct DJ styles and performances, promise a high-octane culmination
to the overall experience. Ensconced within the former rice godown at 72-13, now a vibrant hub of
contemporary culture, expect an exhilarating fusion of voguing, drag, and pulsating beats — the
perfect celebratory capstone to 40 years of T:>Works' artistic vibrancy.

Launching The AGEncy Fund with the screening of The House of Janus on 10 July 2025

Recognising the poignant themes of age, place, and a sense of abandonment explored in The
House of Janus, T:>Works launches The AGEncy Fund at a fundraiser screening on 10 July at
Oldham Theatre. With the 40™ anniversary, T:>Works deepens its ethos of care begun with
T:>Care, its fundraising platform established in 2020 to nurture the Singapore ecosystem and
reflects T:>Works’ commitment to the transformative power of performance.

Balancing institutional leaning towards emerging talents, this initiative champions the sustainable
artistic evolution of Singapore's ageing population, affirming that wisdom and creative ability
flourish with experience.

As Artistic Director Ong Keng Sen articulates: “T:>Works' own pioneering journey was built upon
the foundational contributions of artists now in their seasoned years. Their early innovations
continue to resonate. Funds raised will be ring-fenced to empower creators aged 60 and above
with resources to develop their work, culminating in a future AGEncy festival. It celebrates the
endurance and agency of mature artists, ensuring their invaluable contributions are neither
forgotten nor abandoned. DnA Fest is not a nostalgic look back, but a powerful declaration of
T:>Works' relentless evolution and its visionary approach to the future of art and life. It consolidates
our position as a vital incubator of sustained cultural innovation.”

Join T:>Works in celebrating 40 years of fearless creativity with the DnA Fest.
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Event Details:

e Event: DnA Fest

e Dates: 16-19 & 23-26 July 2025 with The Afterparty on 18 and 25 July

e Venue: 72-13 Mohamed Sultan Road, Singapore 239007

e Programme: (Film) The House of Janus, (Show) Dido & Aereas The Belindas,
(Nightlife) The Afterparty

e Fundraiser: 10 July: Launching The AGEncy Fund with a fundraiser
screening of The House of Janus at Oldham Theatre

e Media Contact: Sarah Bagharib | sarah@sarahbagharib.com | +65 8952 3770

Ticketing information and updates on DnA Fest publicly available at tworksasia.org from May 22.


mailto:sarah@sarahbagharib.com
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Annex 1:

Select Biographies

Adriaan van der Staay
Poet, writer, cultural politician, and public intellectual, Adriaan van der Staay was emeritus professor
at the Erasmus University in Rotterdam. He is best known as director of the Rotterdam Art
Foundation initiating the International Film Festival Rotterdam, Arts Lab de Lantaren, Poetry
International in the 1970s, and as director of the National Social and Cultural Planning Office of
Netherlands in the 1980s and 1990s. He served as President Intergovernmental Committee of the
World Decade for Cultural Development (UN/UNESCO), Paris, and was chairman and member of
the board of Prince Claus Funds, Rijksacademie, Kunstinstituut Melly, and Clusius Foundation,
amongst others.

Becca d'Bus
Becca D'Bus, Singapore's biggest drag queen, seen all over the world since she was created in
Boston in 2005, is Eugene Tan, an artist interested in making meaning with entertainment, activism,
garments, words and pleasure. Becca is the producer and host of RIOT!, Singapore's only regular
drag revue, and an organiser and host of The Glory Hoes present, a queer film screening series at
The Projector. Eugene has also been part of the organising committee of IndigNation, Singapore's
pride season, and worked with multiple corporations on their Diversity, Inclusion, and Equity
initiatives.

Khairullah Rahim
The winner of the 2017 IMPART Awards for Visual Artist category, Khairullah Rahim is an
internationally acclaimed artist working across mixed-media installation, object-making, painting,
photography and moving image. His explorations delve into complex strategies of resourcefulness
for everyday survival, through various means of collaboration and critical thinking. Recurring points
of departure in his work premise around themes of queerness, desire, resistance, aspiration, labour
and ethics of disclosure. His works are in the collection of Singapore Art Museum and SUNPRIDE
Foundation.

From Tokyo, Japan (House of Mizrahi, Kiki House of Pinklady, Qween Beat) Koppi Mizrahi is a
performer, teacher, MC, DJ, and track maker. She is the award-winning International Mother of the
iconic House of Mizrahi. In 2016, Koppi became the first international performer awarded the
'legendary’ status at Latex Ball outside of the US. She has taught in Japan, the United States, Asia,
Southeast Asia, and Europe and has worked with famous brands such as Vivienne Westwood and
Adidas. In February 2022, she was a dancer of 'ASSEMBLY", a performance and an exhibition
produced by Rashaad Newsome, at a legendary Park Avenue Armory in New York. Koppi is one of
the judges in the upcoming TV show of ballroom 'l AM VOGUE' in the United States.

Ong Keng Sen, Artistic Director of T:>Works, has created many works that negotiate diverse
traditional arts, queer expressions, documentary and archives of Asia with a wide range of
contemporary artforms. His productions have toured the world, such as Trojan Women, created for
the National Theatre Korea, which played at Brooklyn Academy of Music in 2022 and Edinburgh
International Festival in 2023. He has also initiated and conceptualised various projects for curation
and public engagement including the renewal of the Singapore International Festival of Arts
(2013-2017), and Per°’Form Open Academy (2023-2025) activating social urgences and knowledge
production with global south artists.

Showta Oricci
Born in Hokkaido and based in Osaka, Showta Oricci is the father of the Japanese chapter of the
House of Nina Oricci. Showta went on to study vogue in New York, studying under Benny and Javier
Ninja as well as Danielle Polanco. Showta later joined the House of Oricci, a young house
established in 2019, as Oricci had no chapter based in Asia. Becoming father of House of Oricci’s
Japanese chapter made Showta a pioneer in Asia’s vogue scene.
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Thomas Michael Allen

Lyric tenor, Thomas Michael Allen, has enjoyed an international singing career spanning the last two
decades across Europe, America and Asia. His vast repertoire extends from the earliest operas of
Monteverdi and Cavalli, through Mozart and Rossini, up to the works of contemporary composers
like Phillip Glass and Hans Werner Henze. He has performed nearly every oratorio in the standard
repertoire, and has dedicated himself to the art song repertoire, with two critically acclaimed solo
CDs. Alongside his performing career, he is Assistant Professor of Voice and Opera at the Thornton
School of Music at the University of Southern California in Los Angeles.

Toru Yamanaka
Born in Osaka, Japan, Toru Yamanaka is a music composer, producer, club DJ and organiser. Toru
has collaborated with various artists around the world. From 1984 till 2000 he joined the Japanese
performance group Dumb Type as a music composer and sound designer. Now he does live
performances internationally, creating art with a strong relationship to the ever moving society.

About T:>Works:

Established in 1985, T:>Works is an independent and international arts company based in Singapore at its
space, 72-13. It is currently led by Artistic Director, Dr. Ong Keng Sen. T:>Works’ mission and vision are the
pioneering of thought leadership in the arts focused on transdisciplinary, transcultural, and inclusive
processes. To this end, there is a strong educational perspective with research and discourse contextualising
histories, contemporary experiences, and situated art practices of the global south. T:>Works also serves to
investigate the current urgencies of being located in Singapore, and larger Asia, through different creative
expressions in the public sphere.



